A Resolution declaring May 2022 as Fanconi Anemia Awareness Month; and directing distribution.

WHEREAS, Fanconi Anemia (FA) is an inherited DNA repair disorder that often leads to birth defects, bone marrow failure, and several different types of cancer. Individuals with FA are hundreds of times more likely to develop cancers such as leukemia, head, neck, and oral cancers, gynecological cancers, and gastrointestinal cancers at a much earlier age than the general population. The current life expectancy of individuals with FA is 33 years old. There is no cure; and,

WHEREAS, there are currently 23 genes known to cause Fanconi Anemia, including BRCA1 and BRCA2, which are better known as breast cancer susceptibility genes. Fanconi Anemia is primarily inherited in a recessive fashion, requiring an individual to inherit two defective copies of the same FA gene. FA affects males and females equally and affects all ethnic groups; and,

WHEREAS, early diagnosis of FA via a chromosome breakage test is essential to monitor patients for bone marrow failure, to detect cancer at an early stage, and for proper cancer treatment because standard doses of chemotherapy and radiation therapy can be lethal to Fanconi Anemia patients; and,

WHEREAS, individuals with Fanconi Anemia require specialized protocols and therefore heavily rely on research and clinical trials for the treatment of cancer; and,

WHEREAS, Fanconi Anemia research will benefit both individuals with FA and the general public through better understanding the mechanisms of DNA repair and cancer development, and can lead to improved cancer preventatives, cancer treatments, and ultimately a cure for FA;

NOW, THEREFORE I, [Insert Governor Name] governor of the State of [Enter State Name], do hereby proclaim May 2022 as Fanconi Anemia Awareness Month.
